Kenmare City Council Meeting[image: ]
Wednesday, June 10, 2026 7:00pm
Kenmare City Hall

MINUTES


· Call to order: Meeting called to order at 7:00pm with Pledge of Allegiance.  Roll Call: Mayor Gartner, Jim Burud, Duane Dockter, Tim Nelson, Justin Patterson, Miles Mibeck. Also present: Josh Reiner & Mallory Donofry – Moore Engineering, Rob Shelton – Public Works Director, Tyler Rispa – Chief of Police, Tammy Knutson – Auditor, Marianne Nelson – Deputy Auditor, Fay Froseth – Kenmare News.

· Approval of Agenda:  Motion to approve agenda by Dockter.  Second by Mibeck, all were in favor. Motion carried.

· Approval Meeting Minutes: Motion to approve the May 13th meeting minutes and May 26th special meeting minutes as presented by Burud. Second by Mibeck, all were in favor.  Motion carried.

· Moore Engineering:
· 2026 Sanitary Sewer Improvement Project
· Bidding & Recommendation of Award:  5 bids were received for the project.  Engineer’s estimate was $5,005,815.00.  Low bidder was Kemper Construction with a bid of $4,528,577.28.  Engineer’s statement of cost was reviewed followed by Moore Engineer’s recommendation of award.  Motion by Patterson to award contract to Kemper Construction Co. for their low bid of $4,528,577.28 contingent upon USACE and NDDEQ approval.  Second by Dockter.  Roll Call: Dockter – Y, Nelson – Y, Patterson – Y, Mibeck – Y, Burud – Y. Motion passed.  Notice of Award will be sent to Kemper once approval from USACE and NDDEQ is received.
· Bond Resolution: Motion to adopt the $2,439,000 City of Kenmare, ND Sewer Revenue Bond, Series 2026 Sanitary Sewer Improvements Bond Resolution by Mibeck.  Second by Nelson.  Roll Call: Nelson – Y, Patterson – Y, Mibeck – Y, Burud – Y, Dockter – Y.  Resolution adopted.
· Funding Information: USACE reimbursement request 5 and SRF draw request 2 were signed to cover Moore Engineering Invoice SIN009656 for $19,150 & Kenmare News Invoice for $945.

· Mayor’s Report: Mayor Gartner expressed congratulations to office runners, City & Park District for the unofficial results.  Mayor would like to form a Welcoming Committee.  This has been done in past years to greet new people/families in the community.  Anyone interested in helping with this should contact Mayor Gartner.  Mowing letters will be going out & the mayor would like to include ‘Trimming’ in the language of the letters.

· Healthcare Fund Request: Mayor Gartner, on behalf of the Ambulance District made a request of $50,000 from the Sales Tax Healthcare Fund to go towards the new ambulance building.  Motion by Burud to donate $60,000 from the Sales Tax Health Care Fund to the Ambulance District.  Second by Dockter.  Roll Call: Patterson – Y, Mibeck – Y, Burud – Y, Dockter – Y, Nelson – Y.  Motion carried.

· Procurement Policy: Motion by Burud to adopt the Procurement Policy with Section 13 reading “Goods or Services Under $1,000”.  Second by Mibeck, all were in favor. Procurement Policy adopted. 

· Financials: Motion by Burud to approve financials as presented.  Second by Mibeck, all were in favor.  Motion carried.

· Committee Reports:
· Personnel – Finance:
· Clerk of Court change in “work from” status: Due to increasing open records requests & back up capabilities through DNA Mobility the committee had discussed transitioning the Clerk of Court position from a work-at-home arrangement back to an in-office position.  Motion by Patterson to approve the transition of Clerk of Court back to an in-office poition with the implementation to occur at the Clerk’s earliest convenience but no later than October 1, 2026.  Second by Burud, all were in favor. Motion carried.
· Emergency Fund: Motion by Patterson to use $15,175.68 of the Emergency fund to cover the costs of the replacement Lagoon Blowers.  Second by Burud, all were in favor. Motion carried.

· Staff Reports:
· Clerk of Court – May Deposits totaling $260.00
· Police Dept – Chief Rispa reports 1 to 2 new criminal investigations per week.  He learned that non-emergency calls picked up by Ward County Sheriff’s department while he is off duty and/or away will remain pending until such time that a City officer can investigate upon their return. Chief Rispa also reported that he has signed on as part of the Internet Crimes Against Children task force.  Chief Rispa will have jurisdiction in Kenmare of these types of crimes but the task force brings added resources to the department.   
· Public Works: 
· Shelton reports Water Tower work to begin next week, he will verify dates.  The tower will have to be drained & the City will have water pumped directly in from the booster stations causing a lower pressure for residents for the duration of the project.  There will be notices to the public when this is to take place. 
· Dakota Pump will be up to inspect the pumps at the booster station in the next week to make sure the pumps are in good condition for continuous usage during the tower maintenance.
·  Shelton has met with Ralph’s plumbing regarding installing a meter on the Splash Pad.  Work on the splash pad will continue once the meter has arrived. 
· Auditor’s Office: 
· Deputy Auditor Nelson reports 22 Past Due letters sent this month; 17 to occupants & 5 notices to property owners.  13 certified mowing letters will be sent to property owners by the end of the week. Upcoming work includes property nuisance letters.
· Auditor Knutson reports accounting software updates, updates to time cards, regular monthly items such as the ACH process, meter reads & billing, payroll processes.
· Knutson brought to the attention that $64,827.00 needed to be transferred from the Sales Tax checking to General Checking to cover the payment to Electric Pump, Ck# 52435 from 4/15/2026 that was coded to Sales Tax Infrastructure fund but written from the General checking account.  Motion by Mibeck to make the $64,827.00 transfer from Sales Tax checking to general checking.  Second by Patterson, all were in favor.  Motion carried.
· Knutson requested a transfer from the Credit Card Checking to General checking of $35,000.00 for interest earning purposes.  Motion by Mibeck to transfer $35,000.00 from the Credit Card Checking to the General Checking account.  Second by Burud, all were in favor.  Motion carried.
· Knutson also informed the Council that she had cleared with Mayor Gartner a closure of the Auditor’s office at Noon on Friday, June 26th until 1pm on Monday, June 29th.  Council had no objections to this as long as the closure will be posted ahead of time.

· Bills: Motion to approve & pay the bills as presented by Burud.  Second by Nelson, all were in favor.  Motion carried.

· Adjourn: Motion to adjourn by Mibeck.  Second by Patterson, all were in favor.  Meeting adjourned at 8:14pm.
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