Kenmare City Council Meeting[image: ]
Wednesday, July 8, 2026 - 7:00pm
Kenmare City Hall

MINUTES

· Call to order: Meeting called to order at 7:00pm with Pledge of Allegiance.  Roll Call: Mayor Gartner, Jim Burud, Duane Dockter, Tim Nelson, Justin Patterson, Tim Heid, Miles Mibeck.  Also present: Rob Shelton – Public Works Director, Tyler Rispa – Chief of Police, Marianne Nelson – Deputy Auditor, Tammy Knutson – Auditor, Robert Roed – Ward County Sheriff & Fay Froseth – Kenmare News.

· Oath of Offices: Jim Burud administered the Oath of Offices for Mayor Gartner and Councilmen Dockter, Patterson & Nelson.

· Approval of Agenda: Motion by Burud to approve the agenda as presented adding Sheriff Roed to the Police Department Staff report.  Second by Dockter, all were in favor.  Motion carried.

· Approval June 10th Meeting Minutes & June 15th Special Meeting Minutes: Motion by Dockter to approve both the June 10th council minutes & June 15th special meeting minutes as presented.  Second by Burud, all were in favor.  Motion carried.

· Mayor’s Report: 
· Splash pad opening on Saturday, July 11th all work should be finished on Friday.
· Party in the park is on Saturday also, Kenmare Association is looking for volunteers for the Car Show & Meal. 
· Ambulance has coordinated with Bowbells to put on an EMT course beginning in January of 2027. It is currently set for Thursday evenings and will run 3 to 4 months.  More information will be provided – if interested please contact Mayor Gartner.
· Mayor commended the Health & Beautification Committee & especially Public Works for cleaning things up around town.  Things look nice & they are doing a good job.

· Set 2027 Budget Hearing Date: Motion Burud to set the 2027 Budget Hearing for September 9th at 7pm before the regularly scheduled council meeting.  Second by Mibeck, all were in favor.  Motion carried.

· Special Event Permit – Splash Pad Opening: Motion by Patterson to approve the Special Event Permit for the splash pad opening on Saturday, July 11, 2026.  Second by Nelson, all were in favor.  Motion carried. 

· Financials:  June 2026 financial information presented to the council. Motion by Mibeck to approve the June financials.  Second by Patterson, all were in favor.  Motion carried.



· Committee Reports:
· Personnel – Finance: Personnel – Finance committee met to discuss Public Works positions. The committee recommends eliminating the 2 part-time positions replacing with one full-time employee. Motion by Patterson to hire Kelly Donovan as a full-time employee with benefits at his current wage.  Second by Heid.  Roll Call: Dockter – Y, Nelson – Y, Patterson – Y, Heid – Y, Mibeck – Y, Burud – Y.  Motion carried unanimously.  The committee also discussed the need to add more hours per week to the Deputy Auditor position with consideration to the position becoming full-time.  Knutson & the committee will look at the budget & consider the options further.  At this this time Deputy Auditor Nelson is not interested in more hours or becoming full-time.
· Health & Beautification: Health & Beautification committee met to discuss the status of the mowing & nuisance letters sent out.  They considered a division of the city for the committee members to each be responsible to review & report back on.  Nuisance mitigation deadline for the letters mailed out on June 17th is approaching & Chief Rispa will follow-up with citations for any property in receipt of a letter that is not in compliance with city ordinances.  The City received notice of the approval of the Emerald Ash Borer Mitigation Grant the committee submitted & will be working with the Park Board to coordinate the project.  Chapter 12 of the Kenmare City Ordinances will be reviewed by the committee to present to the council at a later date.

· Staff Reports:
· Clerk of Court – June Deposit report was not received at the time of the Council meeting.
· Police Dept – 
· Chief Rispa reported 297 calls for service in the first half of 2026 with 50 calls since the last council meeting.  16 case reports for the first half of 2026, 3 since last meeting. 7 of these are active, 5 are closed & 1 was declined to process.  Chief also reported that the new Police Officer will be in town to help out during the Party in the Park & Pioneer Days this coming weekend.  Start date for regular duty will be August 1st.
· Ward Co Sheriff Roed wanted to assure the council & citizens of Kenmare that the Sheriff’s department is available to assist at any time.  There seemed to be a miscommunication regarding how calls for service will be answered when Chief Rispa is unavailable.  Non-emergency calls will be handled by the Sheriff’s department taking an initial report & the city police department will work the investigation.  Sheriff Roed expressed that the local police are better equipped to handle local investigations.  The Sheriff’s department will assist in any way they can with felony investigations as needed.  All emergency calls will be handled by the Sheriff’s department as they come in during the absence of the Kenmare Police Chief.  Sheriff Roed reported 17 calls for the month of June to date taken by the Sheriff’s department.  Mayor Gartner & the Council expressed their appreciation for the assistance of the Sheriff’s department as well as the good communication from Sheriff Roed.  Sheriff Roed restated that ‘No call will go unanswered, though follow up may be turned over to the City PD. 
· Public Works – Shelton reported fixing a water break, continued street taring as weather allows, mowing, spraying weeds & painting street markings.
· Auditor’s Office – 
· Deputy Auditor Nelson reported sending out 12 certified past due/shut-off letters with $3,904.62 due plus 11 courtesy payment reminder letters with $2,944.25 due.  
· Knutson reported attending a 3% Tax Cap Refresher webinar, sending out the 2025 CCR notices, completing the compliance paperwork that goes with that, researched a relative of a deceased account holder, processed 4 payrolls with separate reporting for each, June retirement payments, July insurance payments, reconciled back accounts, closed June accounting month, processed ACH payments, completed July meter read processing & invoice printing, filed quarterly reports, prepared financials & packets for this council meeting.

· Bills: Motion by Burud approve the July bills.  Second by Patterson, all were in favor.  Motion carried.

· Adjourn: Motion Miles Jim 7:48pm
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